Chapter 12: Congress in Action
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> Objectives —
J GOVEBNMENT
1. Describe how and when Congress
convenes.

2. Compare the roles of the presiding
officers in the Senate and the House.

3. Identify the duties of the party officers In
each house.

4. Describe how committee chairmen are
chosen and explain their role in the
legislative process.
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> Key lrerms GU\@NMENI

« Speaker of the House: the elected presiding
officer of the House and the leader of its majority

party
* President of the Senate: the Senate’s presiding
officer

« President pro tempore: the elected Senate
officer who presides in the Vice President’s
absence

* party caucus: a closed meeting of the members
of each party in each house

« floor leaders: unofficial party officers who serve
In each house
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> Key Tlerms, cont. ﬁﬂ\@NMENI
P

* majority leader: the floor leader of the
majority party in either house

* minority leader: the floor leader of the
minority party in either house

* whip: assistant floor leaders

 committee chairmen: the heads of the
standing committees in Congress

* seniority rule: the unwritten custom that the
party members with the longest records of
service should hold the most important posts
In Congress
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> |ntreduction GOVEBNMENS
P

 How do constitutional and party officers keep
Congress organized?

— The Speaker of the House and the presiding officer of
the Senate settle rules issues and direct the flow of
floor debate.

— The majority and minority leaders and whips organize
party policy and voting on issues.

— The committee chairs guide the passage of bills
through each house.
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> Opening Day in Congress GOVEBNMENS
P

« Congress begins a new term every two years, on
January 3 of odd years.

* In the House, the members elect a Speaker, who takes
the oath of office and swears in the other members.

« The House then elects various officers such as the clerk.
* Next the House adopts the rules for the current term.

« These rules have developed for over 200 years and are
occasionally amended or expanded.
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> Opening Day, cont. GO\@NMENI
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* The House then appoints the members of the 20
permanent committees.

* Only a third of the
Senate Is elected
every two years,
so newly elected
members are
simply sworn in
and vacancies for
officers and
committees filled.
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> The State ofithe Union GO\E&NMENI
P

* Checkpoint: What is the purpose of the State of
the Union address?

— The President delivers the State of the Union address

to a joint session of Congress a few weeks after it is
organized.

— In addition to describing the general state of national
affairs, the President describes the planned policies
of his or her administration to Congress and the
nation, requesting that Congress pass specific pieces
of legislation.
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> Speaker ofithe: House [;(W‘EENMENI

* The Speaker of the
House Is the
oresiding officer of the
House and the leader
of its majority party, a
powerful combination.

 Democrat Nancy
Pelosi (right) is the
first woman to serve
as Speaker.
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> Speaker: ofitherklouse, cont. GO\E&NMENI
P

« The Speaker presides and keeps order.

— The Speaker chairs most sessions of the House. No
member can speak on the floor unless recognized by
the Speaker.

— The Speaker interprets and applies rules and
procedures, refers bills to committees, and puts
motions to a vote.

— The Speaker also names the members of all select
and conference committees.
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> President ofithe Senate GOWMENI
.

 The Constitution names the Vice President as
the Senate’s presiding officer.

— The President of the Senate can recognize members,
put questions to a vote, and so forth, but cannot take
part in debates and votes only to break a tie.

— The President pro tempore is a member of the
Senate’s majority party elected to serve as Senate
leader in the Vice President’s absence.

Copyright © Pearson Education, Inc.




AMERICAJNI

> Party Politics in Congress GOVEBMMEN
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« Congress is strongly

Dartlsan ) Party Strength of House
 |tis organized along ———EMerbers

party lines, with key = st
nositions and - e ——
committees controlled i 1107 29
by the majority party S 7 i Bt

in each house. — e —

- Slnce 1981’ What IS Democrat Republican B independent
the Iargest majorlty Majority Republican Majority Democrat
held by either party in
the House?
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> Party Caucus GOVEBNMENS
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* Checkpoint: What is a

party caucus? Party Strength of Senate

Senate 100 Members

46 i 1981 -1983 53
46 1983 - 1985 54
. 1985 - 1987 53
— A party caucus is a - 1987 - 1980 =
. 989 - 199 45
closed meeting of the = i =
members of each e 1 m——
party in each house. — 1907 - 1999 =
50 2001 - 2003 50
48 il 2003 - 2005 51
— The caucus discusses E— 007 700
policy issues and - — B -
SeleCtS the party,s Democrat Republican B Independent
floor Ieaders and Majority Republican Majority Democrat

CO m m ittee C h ai rS . SOURCE: Clerk of the House; Secretary of the Senate
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HOUSE KEY
Republican majority

Democratic majority
Evenly divided

Number of
=15 representatives
= (Republicans/
Democrats)
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> Representationi by State Ggwmmy
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SENATE

“ﬂ MN Ty
S0 Wi
A

O

SENATE KEY

2 Republicans

2 Democrats

1 Democrat,
1 Republican

11 Democrat,
1 Independent

-
HI ‘ SOURCE: Clerk of the House:
Secratary of the 5enate
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> Floor Leaders GOVEBNMENT
.

* The floor leaders are u

party officers in the HoUSE -~
House and Senate. Y| fivi g
Presiding Officer and Party Leader
« The majority leader o)k
oo T NANCY PELOSI
represents the "Wl o, caiifornia
majority party in each |
house and controls Majorty Floor gz Minoriy Floor
the order of business  |ig g A RCILEE
On the floor. " Majority Whip Minority Whip
L JAMES CLYBURN ROY BLUNT

., South Carolina) ' (R., Missouri)
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> Floor Leaders, cont. GU\@NMENI
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* The party whips are 4
assistant floor leaders SENATE T
who help connect the
party Ieadersh_lp with o
the rank'and'flle @1 President of @ President

the Senate Pro Tempore

" JOE BIDEN WY’  ROBERTC.BYRD
mem be IS. (D., Delaware) (D., West Virginia)
Party Officers
» The whips count votes R FEeaiE W i
S4%" HARRY REID \ c
and help see that o Ml
Majority Whi Minority Whi
members are present Y P
for key VOteS. (D., lllinois) .‘é 9 (R, Arizona)
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> Committee Chairman GOVEBMMEN]
P

« Committee chairs
have a major say In

what bills the -~ o~ R
. . EF VING 1o

committee considers, \@@/mmgg

If public hearings will

be held, and what
witnesses will be
called.

— What does this
cartoon say about
testifying before a
committee?
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> The Seniority Rule GOVEBNMEN]
O

* The seniority rule in an unwritten custom
granting the most important posts in Congress,
such as committee chairmen, to the party
members with the longest service.

— Critics say this rule ignores abillity, discourages
younger members, and limits fresh ideas.

— Supporters say the rule ensures experienced

leadership and is easy to apply without sparking
debates.
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> Review. GUWMENI

* Now that you have learned about how
constitutional and party officers keep
Congress organized, go back and answer
the Chapter Essential Question.

— Can and should the lawmaking process be
Improved?
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